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        UPDATE     

Volume 47, Issue 4                                 AMA CHARTER  CLUB 797                             APRIL 2015           

  

    

 

The SANTA BARBARA RADIO CONTROL 
MODELERS INC. is incorporated in the State of 
California as Chapter 797 of the ACADEMY OF 
MODEL AERONAUTICS (AMA).  
  

The purpose of this club is to promote the hobby of 
model aviation in a safe and enjoyable manner. 
 

Regular meetings are held on the first Thursday of 
each month at the Santa Barbara Airport Visitor’s 
Center,  45 Hartley Place  (off of Hollister at David 
Love Place).  Everyone is welcome at our meetings.  
Please phone or e-mail any officer for further 
information.  

 

Next Club Meeting 
 

7:30 pm Thursday, April 2, 2015 
Santa Barbara Airport Visitors Center 

45 Hartley Place, Goleta, CA 
 

Help make the monthly meetings as interesting as possible. 
Contact Fred Wudl at wudl@chem.ucsb.edu if you can 
contribute with a "show and tell", a good story, a guest 
speaker, building tips or disasters, etc. It will be 

appreciated. 

 

Visit us at: www.sbrcm.org 
 

2015 Club Officers 
  

President  Phone   E-mail  
Fred Wudl  805-252-3445  wudl@chem.ucsb.edu 
Vice-President  
Jim Kolanek  805-968-8609 j.kolanek@cox.net 
Secretary  
Tom Wolf  805-967-3523  tomdebwolf@cox.net 
Treasurer  
Lloyd Gibbs  805-688-4855  LRGibbs@msn.com 
Field Safety Officer  
Dale Byers  805-967-8822   tennisrun.runtennis@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor 
Tom Wolf    805-967-3523 tomdebwolf@cox.net 
Instruction Coordinator  
Milt McIntosh  805-967-0201 miltmcintosh@yahoo.com 
Website  
Herb Rubinstein  805-683-3402   herb.rubinstein@gmail.com  

President’s Message 

 

Unfortunately I will be on a business-related trip on 
April 2 – 4 and won’t be able to be at the April 2 
meeting. 

There are two items to cover this month. 

The first, is that we have two new members of the 
Club, Sukru Yemenicioglu and Sven Nebelung. The 
former is a graduate student at UCSB in electrical and 
computing engineering and the latter is a videographer 
that is trying to break into “drone” videography.  Sven 
already sent a still from a video he recorded at San 
Lucas Ranch last Sunday (see below, very hi deff, you 
can enlarge and see him and Sukru with their 
transmitters). It will be great to have Tom’s flights and 
some other memorable flights recorded by him. 
(Editor’s note:  I will upload the high resolution photo 
to our photo gallery on the club’s web page) 

 

mailto:wudl@chem.ucsb.edu
http://www.sbrcm.org/
mailto:wudl@chem.ucsb.edu
mailto:tomdebwolf@cox.net
mailto:LRGibbs@msn.com
mailto:tomdebwolf@cox.net
mailto:miltmcintosh@yahoo.com
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The second, Lloyd found a few kits that became 
available to the Club and was wondering what he 
should do with them, perhaps acquiring them for the 
auction. I suggested he get them and in worst case, I 
can sell them at the Swap Meet at next year’s AMA 
Expo. 

Hope you have a great meeting with Milt’s 
refreshments and cookies 

Fred 
        

 

SBRCM Board of Directors 
Meeting Minutes 

March 4, 2015 
 

The Board meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM by 
club President Fred Wudl.  Vice President Jim 
Kolanek, Secretary Tom Wolf, Ron Roth and Safety 
Officer Dale Byers were in attendance.  The meeting 
was held at Cody’s Restaurant. 

 A number of requests for info on events have been 
flowing in.  Fred asked that a list of our events be 
put in the newsletter.  The next newsletter (April) 
will include a listing of events. 

 We have no Fun Flies scheduled currently.  Tom 
Wolf agreed to ask Milt if he would CD some fun 
flies, and to set dates for the events (probably on 
float fly weekends, because float flies are likely to 
be cancelled due to low lake levels). 

 The annual BBQ/meeting night was discussed by 
the Board.  After some discussion, the Board 
decided that the August meeting (8/6) would be 
the best time to hold the BBQ. 

 The recent sealing job on the runway was 
discussed.  Dale pointed out that the filling in some 
of the larger cracks is shrinking and may need 
some touch-up.  Also, some cracks were missed 
entirely by the company that did the work.  It was 
decided to discuss this further at the March 
meeting, when Lloyd Gibbs is present, since he 
coordinated the previous work. 

 Elings Park:  Fred Wudl discussed the recent 
issues with Mike Nelson (Park Administrator).  
Mike said that he has a number of park volunteers 
that check on activities within the park. He will 
make sure that they check the flying area 
periodically to make sure that the people using the 
facility have the necessary permits and that they 
are adhering to the flying field rules.  During this 
discussion, Mike also said that he would arrange 
to have the runway mowed, since after the rains, 
the grass is starting to grow. 

 

Adjournment:  The Board meeting was adjourned at 
approximately 7:45 PM. 

Submitted by: 
Tom Wolf, 

SBRCM Secretary 
        

 

Club Meeting Minutes 
March 5, 2015 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM by club 
President Fred Wudl.  A total of 14 members were 
present.  There were no guests.  All club officers were 
present. 

 

Old Business: 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Lloyd Gibbs reported that the 
club has approximately $25367.00 in the checking 
account.  There was a major expense this month, 
which totaled $1850.00 for the sealing of the 
runway cracks. 

 Runway Repair:  Lloyd Gibbs reported on the work 
done by a contractor to seal the runway cracks.  
The contractor left us with about a ½ can full of 
crack sealer, which we can use to touch up any 
areas needed. 

 Elings Park: Fred Wudl reported on the discussion 
he had with Mike Nelson, the Part Administrator.  
Mike says that he has a number of Part Volunteers 
helping now, and that he will assign one to check 
the flying site every two hours to make sure that 
those using the site have the necessary Park 
Pass, AMA and club membership.  Mike also 
indicated that he would arrange to have the 
runway mowed, since the grass is now growing 
after the recent rains. 

 Dale Byers thanked Lloyd Gibbs for the recent 
mowing done along the edges of the model 
runway at the Ranch. 

 Tom Wolf reminded everyone that 2015 dues are 
now delinquent.  Those who have not paid their 
dues will be dropped from the club roster after this 
meeting. 

New Business: 

 Christmas Party:  Lloyd reported that he has 
reserved the Rancho Room at Harry’s Plaza Café 
once again for the Christmas Party.  The party will 
be held on Saturday, December 5. 

 Fun Flies:  Milt McIntosh agreed to CD a series of 
Fun Flies again this year.  He will hold them on the 
weekends that Float Flies were scheduled 
(Sunday).  The first event will be April 12. 

 There was a short discussion about the 
importance of getting youth involved in model 
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aviation.  The action was given to the Board to 
take this up and come up with ideas for the club to 
pursue in this regard. 

 Refreshments:  Milt McIntosh volunteered to bring 
the refreshments for the April meeting. 

 

Show and Tell: 

 Jim Kolanek brought in his very large B-25 ARF, 
which he bought from Banana Hobbies a couple of 
years ago.  This airplane has a 2 meter wing span 
and is loaded with features:  Flaps, electro-
mechanical retractable landing gear with 
sequencing gear doors, operating bomb bay and 
operating navigation lights.  It has a single Lipo 
battery for power, with two 50-amp ESCs.  The 
wing panels plug into the rest of the airframe just 
outboard of the engine nacelles.  Jim reported that 
it was quite a challenge to route the large number 
of wires from the wings up through a very small 
hole in the upper fuselage.  The airplane weighs 
about 13 pounds.  He is planning to fly it this 
coming Sunday.   

 
Jim Kolanek brought in this B-25 for show and tell 

 

Program: 

 There was no program for this meeting. 

 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 
approximately 8:30 PM. 

Submitted by: 
Tom Wolf, 

SBRCM Secretary 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Spotlight: 

Ken Chalfant 
 

 

I was born and raised in Santa Barbara and being a 
native Californian was able to take advantage of our 
great weather, doing outdoor activities almost all year 
long.  I guess my R/C interest started around about 
1981.  My longtime friend Scott Wallis (instigator of the 
this electronic SBRCM newsletter) and I came up with 
a plan to build model boats and operate them at lake 
Los Carneros.  After purchasing a couple kits from 
Gins Hobbies (Magnolia Center) and building them we 
quickly found that water was nearly impossible to keep 
out of the radio gear. Several bad experiences with 
runaway boats left us discouraged. That summer while 
out on a bike ride we came upon the More Mesa flying 
site and I was instantly intrigued.  We set out to Gins 
Hobbies again putting our boats on consignment there 
and purchased a couple of ½A kits mine being a P51 
Mustang kit (not your ideal trainer).  Coming from R/C 
boating I built this little airplane entirely with epoxy, it 
goes without saying it was a brick.  A trip to More 
Mesa produced a five second flight, and the Mustang 
had become a ball of rubble. Not yet too discouraged, 
I returned to the Mesa with a rebuilt P51 somewhat 
resembling the first version and was lucky enough to 
have the help of former club member Jerry Donovan 
take me under his wing and provide a ton of help with 
my new interest. Luckily, I had a paper route delivering 
for the Santa Barbara News Press, because costs 
were starting to add up by this time! I purchased an 
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Eaglet trainer and I was on my way!  Scott and I both 
learned the basics of flying and had soloed within the 
next couple of months.  I actively flew at More Mesa 
and had my first taste of racing AT-6 Texans, what a 
blast!  Sadly, in 1986 the More Mesa property was 
sold and the field was closed. 

I found other interests to keep me occupied; I began 
dating my lovely wife Pauline in the fall of that year 
while attending SBCC.  Life, school and finally a 
career took up most of my time now and in spring of 
1990 we were married.  A few years later when our 
two daughters were born I slowly began building a bit 
again.  I spent some time now flying with my wife’s 
cousin Michael Richter (now the creator and owner of 
Dream Flight) but was not involved in the SBRCM 
during this time, we flew at Storke field.  In 2000 I re-
joined SBRCM when I had heard they were flying at 
the wonderful San Lucas Ranch. What a treat it was to 
be flying off a paved surface instead of the dreaded 
dirt the Mesa had to offer in the 80’s.  In 2006 I began 
doing the boat thing again and joined the Camarillo 
Pond Rats.  Boats just like airplanes took advantage 
of new ideas and technology and the nightmares of 
boating in the 80’s had become part of the past!  I was 
now running gas hydros three plus feet long capable 
of 65 plus MPH!  Amazing!  

 

During these trips to the pond I would pass right by the 
Camarillo Condors field and couldn’t hardly help but 
notice all the giant scale airplanes.  It wasn’t long 

before a stop was made there.  In 2007 I joined the 
Condors and purchased my first giant scale 3D 
airframe a Composite ARF Extra 300 and a DA100. 
Wow was all I could say, a new hobby inside the 
hobby I had always loved but now the possibilities 
were endless.  I flew that plane for a couple of years 
and now I’m on my 6th giant scale gasser and 
definitely have a new love for the modern hobby.   

In 2012 I went to the dark side of the hobby and 
decided to take up R/C helicopter flying and found out 
that all the rumors about how difficult this hobby is 
were true.  I spent countless weekends trying to 
perfect my skills flying with Scott and Tom Wolf and 
was ready to write a book entitled “How the R/C 
helicopter took over my life” but with time and 
perseverance I was able to get these little suckers 
figured out pretty well.  I’m slowly creating a fleet of 
helicopters, because for some reason, like in all R/C 
hobbies, one is never enough! 

 

After 16 years of being an electrical contractor in 
Santa Barbara I closed my business due to the 
recession and a dead building trade trend. In the fall of 
2013 I had a chance to purchase my long awaited 
dream job and what used to be Gins Hobbies where I 
spent so much time as a kid.  I am now the proud 
owner of California Hobbies, I really enjoy working in 
and talking about the hobbies that I’ve always truly 
loved.  
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New Projects Completed 

 

Ace High Mk II 
By James Pepper 

At the February meeting of the Tri-Valley Modelers 
Club I was able to buy an Ace-High Mk II kit for $10.  
In 1979 I built the single channel version of this plane 
on the carpet of my apartment. It was designed to be 
assembled by “eyeball,” using instant glue. That’s how 
I built it and it flew great.  

The pre-flight procedure was to put in just enough fuel 
to last about three minutes. After that it was a glider, 
and it did thermal well on a warm day (not so 
efficiently without an elevator). I installed the Mattel 
“pulse” radio, so in the neutral stick position the rudder 
continuously “flapped” left and right about twice a 
second.  

 
My1979 Ace High 

The Mark II is virtually identical to the original, with just 
a few minor modifications for a two-channel radio. This 
time I tried to be more “scientific” in my building 
techniques, but the kit really isn’t designed that way. In 
the end, I probably could have done as well or better 
with instant CA glue and eyeballs. 

 
Ace High MkII Parts 

The biggest challenge was converting from gas to 
electric motor.  I have zero experience in that area, but 
after a lot of online research I chose the E-Flite 450, 
890Kv outrunner, with a 3s 1300mAh battery.  What I 
didn’t think about until the plane was built was the 
propeller.  With the motor mounted on a pod above 
the wing, the biggest prop that will clear the 
fuselage  is a 6x5.5.  An online calculator estimated 
static thrust of 2.4 oz., which wouldn’t be enough 
“unless it is a glider.” 

The building plans call for a finished weight of 25-30 
ounces.  My Ace High came in at 25 ounces with radio 
and battery, and I added 1.5 ounces of lead for a 
perfect balance. 

 

 
Completed Ace High, converted to electric power 

I took it to a large soccer field in Santa Maria for the 
maiden flight. There is a 15-foot berm along the edge 
which allows a few extra seconds of flight before 
impact in case things go wrong.  It flew beautifully. 
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Before the second flight I added a turn-and-a-half of 
up elevator to the clevis and had another great flight.  
It floats nicely with the motor off, even without a 
folding prop.  I’m sure it will thermal. 

I didn’t think I would enjoy the building process, but in 
fact I really enjoyed it and am anxious to build another 
glider (motor-less).  I learned a great many things 
along the way. 

A note on the photos:  The 1979 model was built when 
I had the patience to do all that pin-striping. 
        

 

Gunsmoke 2015 
February 27-March 1 

Superstition Air Park, Mesa, AZ 

 
Bob Root, Don Ashworth, TJ Moran, and Tom Wolf 

Bob Root (Ventura Comets), Don Ashworth (Ventura 
Comets), TJ Moran and Tom Wolf travelled to Mesa 
Arizona for Gunsmoke 2015, which is a US Scale 
Masters Qualifier that has been held for 25 years in 
the greater Phoenix Arizona area.  For about the last 
15 years it has been held at Superstition Air Park, the 
Arizona Model Aviators’ flying field in Mesa Arizona.  
The One Eighth Air Force ran this year’s event, as it 
has for the last several years, with Austin Goodwin 
being the event CD.  As usual, it was a well-organized 
event and this year there were 32 entries, with 5 
classes of competition (7 Expert, 4 Team, 5 
Advanced, 9 Pro-AM Pro, and 7 Pro-AM Sportsman).  
While Friday’s weather was nearly perfect (static 
judging and practice flying), the weather for Saturday 
and Sunday (competition flying) was far from perfect, 
with winds 8-20 mph blowing at a 45-90 degree 
crosswind and threatening rain.  As a result, many 
flyers opted to not fly one or more of their flight 
rounds.  However, over the weekend we were able to 
get enough flying rounds in to make a contest.  The 
final results are as follows: 

1st Expert: Tom Wolf DH Mosquito FBVI 
2nd Expert: Bob Root Waco 
3rd Expert Chris Spangenberg Hawker Typhoon 

1st Team: Hatfield/Hopwood Spitfire Mk IX 
2nd Team: Adams/Frederick Fokker D VIII 

1st Advanced Rick Powers B-25 Mitchell 

1st Pro-AM Pro Bill Adams Fokker D VII 

1st Pro-AM Sportsman Frank Migliaccio  P47 

Some photos from the competition follow.  For more 
photos, see the club’s web site. 

 
Kevin Hopwood’s winning Team Scale Spitfire Mk IX  

 

 
David Morales got 3rd in Pro-AM Sportsman with this 
very nice JU-87 Stuka, which featured a working siren 
that he activated while performing a dive-bombing 
maneuver. 
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Chris Spangenberg’s Typhoon making a pass 

 
Don Thompson built this nice Wright Flyer Model B 

 

 
John Cole built the smallest plane in the competition; 
this micro scale Sopwith Camel started life as a 
Guillow’s kit.  John’s craftsmanship and detailing on 
this very small airplane was incredible. 

 
Tim Cardin’s Cessna Bobcat (“Sky King”) on final. 

        

 

Around and About 
Due to space constraints, there will be no photos in 
this section for this month 
        

 

SBRCM Events 
 

3/29  T-28 Race San Lucas Ranch 

4/2  Club Meeting, 7:30 PM 

4/10-4/12 Float Fly (CANCELLED) 

4/12   Fun Fly at San Lucas Ranch 

5/7  Club Meeting, 7:30 PM 

5/24  T-28 Race San Lucas Ranch 

6/4  Club Meeting, 7:30 PM 

6/5-6/7  Float Fly (CANCELLED) 

6/7  Fun Fly at San Lucas Ranch 

7/2  Club Meeting, 7:30 PM 

7/26  T-28 Race San Lucas Ranch 

8/6  BBQ / Club Meeting, 6:30 PM 

8/21-8/23 Float Fly (CANCELLED) 

8/23  Fun Fly at San Lucas Ranch 
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9/3  Club Meeting, 7:30 PM 

9/27  T-28 Race San Lucas Ranch 

10/1  Club Meeting / Auction, 7:30 PM 

10/23-10/25 Float Fly (CANCELLED) 

10/25  Fun Fly at San Lucas Ranch 

11/5  Club Meeting, 7:30 PM 

11/22  T-28 Race San Lucas Ranch 

12/5  Annual Christmas Party, Harry’s Plaza 

 
        

 

Flying Field Schedule: 
 
San Lucas: Wed, Sat, Sun, holidays:  9AM – 1PM 
Elings Park:  Daily Sunrise – Sunset 

Note: Elings Park requires a park pass ($60/yr) for 
usage of the model airstrip, in addition to SBRCM and 
AMA membership. 

 
        

 

 
CLASSIFIED  (free listings for club members; submit to the 

editor for publication) 

 

FOR SALE:    
 
WANTED:  
 

 
        

 
 

NOTE:  If you are receiving this 
newsletter via USPS and have an e-mail 
address, please switch to delivery via e-
mail by contacting the editor. 

 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 

        
_ 
Copyright 2015 
C/O  Tom Wolf 
SBRCM Newsletter Editor 
805-967-3523 
tomdebwolf@cox.net 
 
 

 
 

AMA CHARTER CLUB 797                
The SANTA BARBARA RADIO CONTROL 
MODELERS INC is incorporated in the State  
of California as Chapter 797 of the ACADEMY     
OF MODEL AERONAUTICS  (AMA) 
 

 
If you have any suggestions for topics, would like to 
submit pictures or other information, please e-mail 
them to tomdebwolf@cox.net or mail to Tom Wolf 566 
Windsor Ave Goleta, CA 93117. If you have any 
photos of what you’re working on or flying nowadays, 
please forward them to me and I’ll put them in the 
website’s photo gallery. 
 
 
 


